An Enforcement Officer’s Guide to Micromobility Devices _ZZ ot LIl Savealife
TERM KEY STATE LAWS
Bicycle Where to Bike: Rules of the Road: Equipment:

Same rights and duties
applicable to a driver
operating a motor vehicle
(other than a provision that by
its nature cannot apply to a
bicycle).

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE STATUTE(S)

DESCRIPTION

- May operate on the roadway,
using bike lanes or separated bike
facilities when available.

- May operate on sidewalks.

- No passengers allowed (unless the bicycle is designed or equipped
to carry more than one person).

- Ride as far to the right-hand side of the street as possible given road
conditions.

- May ride next to another bicycle (if not blocking traffic).

- Must use hand signals when turning and changing lanes.
- Stop at all red lights and stop signs.

- Must travel with traffic, not against it.

- May ride in the middle of the lane (if a bike lane is not available and
the travel lane is less than 14 feet wide).

* Registration and insurance are not required.

- Lights are required at night.

- Helmet requirements vary by municipality.
State law does not require a helmet.*

TC Sec. 551.102-Sec. 551.106

- “Bicycle” means a device that a person may ride and that is propelled by human power and has two tandem wheels
at least one of which is more than 14 inches in diameter.

- “Bicycle” means a non-motorized vehicle propelled by human power.

Electric Assisted Bicycle
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Laws that apply to a bicycle
also apply to an electric
bicycle (unless otherwise
stated).

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE STATUTE(S)

DESCRIPTION

Where to Bike:

- May operate on the roadway,
using bike lanes or separated bike
facilities when available.

- May operate on sidewalks.

Rules of the Road:

- Minimum age requirement of 15 (Class 3 Bicycle).

- No passengers allowed (unless the bicycle is designed or equipped
to carry more than one person).

- Ride as far to the right-hand side of the street as possible given road
conditions.

- May ride next to another bicycle (if not blocking traffic).

* Must use hand signals when turning and changing lanes.
- Stop at all red lights and stop signs.

- Must travel with traffic, not against it.

- May ride in the middle of the lane (if a bike lane is not available and
the travel lane is less than 14 feet wide).

- Registration and insurance are not required.
TC Sec. 502.143; TC Sec. 551.102-Sec 551.107; TC Sec. 664.001
Class 1: electric bikes equipped with a pedal-assist

only motor which stops when the bike reaches 20
mph.

Equipment:
- Lights are required at night.

- Helmet requirements vary by municipality.
State law does not require a helmet.*

Class 2: electric bikes equipped with a motor that may
be used exclusively to propel the bicycle and stop when
the bike reaches the speed of 20 mph.

Class 3: electric bikes equipped with a
motor that provides assistance only when
the rider is pedaling and stops when the
rider stops pedaling or when the bicycle
reaches the speed of 28 mph.
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*Local ordinances pre-empt state law and many municipalities do require helmets for riders under a certain age. Additionally, some municipalities may prohibit the operation of a
micromobility device on a street, highway, or sidewalk if the governing body of the county or municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.502.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.664.htm
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TERM KEY STATE LAWS
Motor-Assisted Scooter | Where to Scoot: Rules of the Road: Equipment:

4

Laws that apply to a
bicycle also apply to a
motor-assisted scooter
(unless otherwise stated).

- May operate on sidewalks.
- May operate on bike lanes/paths.

- May operate only on a street or
highway for which the posted speed
limit is 35 mph or less.

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE STATUTE(S)

DESCRIPTION

A self-propelled device with:

1. atleast two wheels in contact with the ground during operation; 4.
2. a braking system capable of stopping the device under typical

operating conditions;

3. a gas or electric motor not exceeding 40 cubic centimeters; 6.

- Lights are required at night.

- Helmet requirements vary by municipality.
State law does not require a helmet.*

- No passengers allowed.

- Ride as far to the right-hand side of the street as possible given road
conditions.

- May ride next to another scooter (if not blocking traffic).
* Must use hand signals when turning and changing lanes.
- Stop at all red lights and stop signs.

- Must travel with traffic, not against it.

- May ride in the middle of the lane (if a bike lane is not available and
the travel lane is less than 14 feet wide).

- Registration and insurance are not required.

TC Sec. 551.351 - Sec. 551.352

a deck designed to allow a person to stand or sit while operating
the device;

5. the ability to be propelled by human power alone; and
not falling within the definition of pocket bike or mini motorbike.

Electric Personal
Assistive Mobility Device

Laws that apply to a bicycle
also apply to an electric
personal assistive mobility
device (unless otherwise
stated).

Where to Ride:
- May operate on sidewalks.
- May operate on bike lanes/paths.
- May operate on the roadway, a
residential street, or public highway
with a speed limit of 30 mph or
less only if:
a sidewalk is unavailable,
crossing in crosswalk, or
otherwise directed to do so
by law enforcement.

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE STATUTE(S)

DESCRIPTION

Rules of the Road:

- No passengers allowed.

- Ride as far to the right-hand side of the street as possible
given road conditions.

- Registration and insurance are not required.

Equipment:
- Lights are required at night.

- Helmet requirements vary by municipality.
State law does not require a helmet.*

TC Sec. 502.143 and TC Sec. 551.201-Sec. 551.203

A device designed for transporting one person that is:

1. two wheeled non-tandem
2. self-balancing

3. propelled by an electric propulsion system with an average power of 750 watts or one horsepower

CADES24012.816.APR24

*Local ordinances pre-empt state law and many municipalities do require helmets for riders under a certain age. Additionally, some municipalities may prohibit the operation of a
micromobility device on a street, highway, or sidewalk if the governing body of the county or municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.502.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://library.municode.com/tx
https://library.municode.com/tx
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
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TERM KEY STATE LAWS

Moped Where to Ride: Rules of the Road: Equipment:
- May NOT operate on a sidewalk. - Minimum age requirement is 15. - Lights are required at night.
- - May operate on the roadway. - Maximum speed is 30 mph. - Helmet required for riders under 21.
‘) - May operate on bike lanes/paths. - No passengers allowed (unless the moped is designed or If over 21, the rider does not need a
0 equipped to carry more than one person). helmet if they 1) completed an approved
motorcycle operator training course or

- Stop at all red lights and stop signs.

Laws that apply to a - Must travel with traffic, not against it.

bicycle also apply to a - Ride as far to the right-hand side of the street as possible
moped (other than a given road conditions.

provision that by its nature ) . . .
cannot apply to a moped). - Registration and insurance are required.

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE STATUTE(S) TC Sec. 502.251; TC Sec. 541.201; TC Sec. 551.002; TC Sec. 551.104; TC Sec. 551.106;
TC Sec. 661.001-Sec 661.004

DESCRIPTION A motor-driven cycle that cannot attain a speed in one mile of more than 30 miles per hour and the engine of which:
1. cannot produce more than two-brake horsepower; and
2. if an internal combustion engine, has a piston displacement of 50 cubic centimeters or less and connects to

a power drive system that does not require the operator to shift gears.

2) has medical insurance coverage that
covers motorcycle accident injuries.

Pocket Bike/

Mini Motorcycle Where to Ride: Rules of the Road: Equipment:
- May NOT operate on a sidewalk. - Registration and insurance are not required. - No equipment requirements for use on
- May NOT operate on the roadway. private property.
- May NOT operate in bike lanes/
paths.

Not authorized to be
operated on any highway,
road, street, bike path, or
sidewalk. Only legal for use
on private property. .

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE STATUTE(S) TC Sec. 551.351 and TC Sec. 551.353

DESCRIPTION Self-propelled vehicle equipped with an electric or internal combustion engine.
1. piston displacement of less than 50 cc; 5. not eligible for a certificate of title; and
2. not more than two wheels in contact with the ground; 6. does not fit definition of moped, motorcycle, electric bicycle, motorized
3. seat or saddle for the operator; mobility device, electric personal assistive mobility device, or a
4. not designed for use on a highway; neighborhood electric vehicle.

CADES24012.816.APR24

*Local ordinances pre-empt state law and many municipalities do require helmets for riders under a certain age. Additionally, some municipalities may prohibit the operation of a
micromobility device on a street, highway, or sidewalk if the governing body of the county or municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.502.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.541.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.661.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.551.htm
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The following guidance applies to crash reporting for non-car modes of transportation in Texas. Reporting Crashes
Unit Description: This data field captures the best description of the unit involved in the crash. Complete this field using only the Vehicle Type
values listed on the code sheet under Unit Description. - Electric/motor-assisted scooter

Code Sheet Values for Unit Description ' Zo;ket Ll (it e i
- Segway "~
at) b

1= Motor Vehicles

A motorized (mechanically or electrically powered) road vehicle, including its cargo (for crash reporting purposes only), Unit
not operated on rails. This includes but is not limited to the following: all-terrain vehicle, autocycle, bus, farm tractor, golf Description
cart, moped, motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, multi-function school activity bus, passenger car, recreational off highway 5

vehicle, road tractor, school bus, truck, and truck tractor. Texas Transportation Code: Section 501.008, 502.004 and
541.201 (3,4, 8, 9,11-a, 12, 14, 16, 21, 22)

2 =Train
A motorized railway vehicle or a land vehicle that is operated on rails. Texas Transportation Code: Section: 541.202 (2) Vehicle Type
“Railroad train” means a steam engine or electric or other motor with or without an attached car operated on rails, other - Electric assisted bicycle

than a streetcar. - Bicycle % (%

3 = Pedalcyclist .

A non-motorized vehicle propelled by pedaling. This also includes an electric bicycle. Transportation Code: Section: Ur}|t .
Description

541.201 (2, 24).

4 = Pedestrian 3

Any person who is not an occupant of a motor vehicle in transport. Also includes motorized and non-motorized wheelchairs.
Texas Transportation Code: Section 552A.0101.

5 = Motorized Conveyance Vehicle Type b
Smaller motorized vehicles including but not limited to pocket bikes, go-carts, riding lawn mowers, Segways, motor assisted - Moped M
scooters (does not include moped, motorcycle or motor driven cycle), Texas Transportation Code: Section 551.351 (2). Unit

6 = Towed/Pushed Trailer Description

A unit pulled or pushed while under another motor vehicle’s control. This does not include trailers that are attached to a |

power unit at the time of the crash. Trailers that are not in combination with a power unit at the time of crash should be
listed under the Damage section.

7 = Non-Contact

A non-contact traffic unit is a vehicle which contributes to a crash by unusual or illegal behavior but strikes nothing and
suffers neither damage nor injury (this does not include vehicles where objects/cargo falls from the vehicle and the object/
cargo causes damaged or incurs damage, or if a trailer being pushed or towed causes a crash, injury or damage).

Visit the Texas
Transportation Code

8 = Other (Explain in Narrative):

A streetcar, animal carrying a person, animal-drawn carriage, or herded animal(s). This also includes special mobile ol 'F_ Be sure to check your local

equipment. Texas Transportation Code: Section 541.201 (18), 541.301, 542.003. =opede micromobility ordinances too!
Remember, local ordinances
pre-empt state law!

Find more information on how to report micromobility-involved crashes here: Visit the Safer Streets with Shared Micromobility Project
Instructions to Police for Reporting Crashes - 2024 Edition webpage for more educational materials!
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https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdot-info/trf/crash_notifications/2023/cr100-v27.0.pdf
https://cades.tti.tamu.edu/safer-streets-with-shared-micromobility/
https://library.municode.com/tx
https://library.municode.com/tx
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf

Play an active role in educating micromobility users e Teemoration L Save a Life
about laws and safe riding practices!
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Follow traffic laws, sign Encourage wearing a
signs. helmet for safety.

Ride one person per device.

153 Know Your Local Code!

£1L¥ Be sure to check your local micromobility ordinances too!
%= Remember, local ordinances pre-empt state law!
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Ride sober. Do not ride under the Do not ride distracted. Put the Yield to people walking, bicycling, and

influence of intoxicants. phone down! L e e D i people with disabilities.

Visit the Safer Streets with Shared Micromobility Project
webpage for more educational materials!

CADES24012.816.APR24


https://library.municode.com/tx
https://library.municode.com/tx
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/SDocs/TRANSPORTATIONCODE.pdf
https://cades.tti.tamu.edu/safer-streets-with-shared-micromobility/

