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DWI RECIDIVISM: validated Risk and Needs

Screening and Assessment
Adapted from Judge Weiser’s Presentation at the Texas Impaired Driving Forum

-

I ndividuals who commit the crime of driving
while intoxicated (DWI) need special
consideration by the courts. Since many
defendants will reoffend before they appear
before the judge in their first case, the

pretrial phase is a critical period to
start screening and assessments to
determine whether supervision
is necessary. There are several
categories of offenders. “High Risk/
High Needs” are people suffering
from addiction and need intense

supervision. “High Risk/Low Needs”
are people abusing substances who can stop using, but do not typically want to;
this category needs immediate and serious sanctions. “Low Risk/Low Needs” are
individuals who are not likely to reoffend and too many sanctions or supervision

could make the situation worse.

Screening tools need to be specialized
for DWT offenders. The Texas Risk
Assessment System (TRAS) is required
in the state of Texas. This Criminogenic
Risk/Needs Assessment analyzes an
offender’s criminal history and deter-
mines their criminogenic needs. The
assessment asks questions about the
offender’s education, family, job histo-
ry, social support, substance abuse, and
also assesses their criminal attitudes
and behavioral patterns. However, this
tool will often assess the DWT offender
as low risk. This can be problematic, if
inaccurate, because they are placed on

low-risk caseloads and monitored, but
they do not receive a lot of supervision
or other appropriate services. There is
an Impaired Driving Assessment (IDA)
provided by the American Probation
and Parole Association (APPA) that is
free and provides a good analysis. The
DUT Risk and Needs Assessment Tool
(RANT) is also a good option, but it
does have a fee associated, which could
make it prohibitive for some programs.

Comprehensive assessments should be
considered when attempting to identify
trauma, mental health disorders, or

gender specific issues that have differ-
ent risks and require different strat-
egies to effectively meet those needs.
The Adult Substance Use and Driving
Survey — Revised (ASUDS-R) assesses
the individual’s involvement with alco-
hol and other drugs and measures the
degree of disruption that might result
from use. The Research Institute on
Addiction Self-Inventory (RIASI) is an
excellent tool to determine if treatment
is necessary. The Computerized Assess-
ment and Referral System (CARS) is a
free tool that evaluates mental health
needs. There are additional effective
assessment tools but often supervision
departments are limited by the amount
of time they take to complete, and the
expense involved, which is why the
IDA and CARS are so attractive. IDA
and CARS used in conjunction will
provide a good quality, comprehensive
analysis.

“All strategies should be focused on
obtaining a comprehensive picture of the
offender. It is not effective or efficient to
use a “one size fits all” approach.”

Judge Laura Weiser,
Judicial Resource Liaison
for the Texas Center for the Judiciary
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There are several risk factors to con-
sider when determining the level of
screening and assessment, such as prior
DWTI convictions or arrests. Addition-
ally, high BAC levels where the offender
is still functioning is often a sign of
tolerance, and a list of other traffic
violations usually signifies a risk taker.
Risk takers frequently have antisocial
attitudes and personalities, and they
often struggle with peer associations,
school or employment, and substance
abuse. This population will likely re-
quire a more in-depth look.

Once you have identified the challenges
the individual is struggling with, you
must decide which incentives and sanc-
tions will work best to change behavior.
Deferred Adjudication is available to
first time offenders who meet a cer-
tain criterion. Deferred adjudication

is not available to repeat offenders or
offenders with a BAC of greater than
0.15. Ignition Interlock Devices are the
only monitors that separate the acts of
drinking and driving; they are highly
effective tools when used in conjunc-
tion with assessment and treatment.
Alcohol and drug testing must be used

often and randomly. It is important to
test for all substances as people will
switch what they are using based on
what they are being tested for. Incen-
tives and sanctions must be swift and
individualized. Victim Impact Panels
can be useful if they include engage-
ment and aftercare.

Specialty Courts have shown incred-
ible results in changing behavior and
reducing recidivism. DWT Courts for
“High Risk/High Needs” defendants
take a collaborative approach involving
the entire team: treatment provider,
prosecutor, defense attorney, proba-
tion officer, law enforcement, and the
judge. Meeting a minimum of once
every two weeks holds the defendant
accountable and helps them stay the
course. Multi-Track Courts are a good

option for “High Risk/Low Needs”
defendants who need monitoring but
not treatment. This approach provides
accountability with swift response to
non-compliance. Additionally, there
are other specialty courts that address
specific needs such as Veterans Court,
mental health courts and gender spe-
cific courts that all target individual
populations. The more tailored the
approach, the more likely it is to obtain
a reduction in recidivism.

As Judge Laura Weiser, Judicial Re-
source Liaison for the Texas Center

for the Judiciary explains, “All strate-
gies should be focused on obtaining a
comprehensive picture of the offender. It
is not effective or efficient to use a “one
size fits all” approach. In order to better
protect the community and change

the offender’s attitudes and behavior,

we have to know the offender’s risk

level and their needs. This requires an
individualized approach which allows
departments to focus their time, energy
and resources where they will make the
greatest impact on the offender and by
reducing risk, protect the community
from repeat impaired driving offenders.”

Recommendations for Alcohol and Drug Prevention

Programs

The updated TxIDTF Recommendations for Alcohol and Drug Prevention
Programs, K-12 Grades is complete! The updated version of the reference book
includes new evidence-based and TxDOT-funded programs, as well as content

updates to existing programs.

The purpose of this reference book is to provide Texas K-12th grades with current,
impaired driving information for inclusion in health and other curriculum. This
reference book provides an overview of alcohol and drug prevention programs that
vary in cost, time, and materials so that you can select the program that is best
suited for the needs of your students, staff, and schools. Click here to access the
reference book online or visit the TXIDTF website.

Additionally, a condensed version of the reference book is also available, which
gives a concise overview of each program. Click here for access to the condensed
version of the reference book or visit the TxIDTF website.

Remm:ee)::? Impaired Driving Task Force
lations for Alcohol and Dry i

g Prevention P
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Living Document - Updated August 2020
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Learn about school-based
alcohol and drug prevention
programs!



https://www.texasimpaireddrivingtaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-Alcohol-and-Substance-Abuse-Book-9.30.20-Final.pdf
https://www.texasimpaireddrivingtaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-ASA-Book_condensed.pdf
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If you would you like to add
anything to the next edition

@ 2022 Texas Impaired Driving Safety of the newsletter,please send
. . your information to
iy P\ ] Award Nominations cadams@tti.tamu.edu or
Nominations for the 2022 Texas Impaired Driving Safety e-shields@ttitamu.edu by
. . . September 1, 2021.
Awards are open! This is a competitive awarding process
meant to honor, celebrate, and encourage those individuals/organizations Submissions are due the 1st of
who go “above and beyond” in support of the mission to eliminate impaired each newsletter month, and
driving in Texas. The award recipients will be recognized at the 2022 Texas will be distributed next on
Impaired Driving Forum. September 15.

Please help us recognize outstanding organizations/individuals

by nominating them today. =
Nomination deadline is September 1, 2021. Save aLife" RECENT NEWS

Questions can be directed to c-adams@tti.tamu.edu or
e-shields@tti.tamu.edu. ﬁ IMPAIRED DRIVING Texas News

o Texas Launches Opioid
Misuse Prevention Website to
Fight Addiction, Overdoses

With great appreciation, the Texas Impaired
Driving Task Force would like to recognize +  AAA: Texasleads USin
Terry Pence for 40 years of dedicated ‘wrong-way’ crash deaths
service to TxDOT and for a lifetime devotion o Texas High students win

to saving lives and preventing injuries on contest with video about
roadways across Texas and the nation. drunken, distracted driving

National News

e The Biden-Harris
Administration’s Statement
of Drug Policy Priorities for
Year One

o U.S. Reps. Dingell, McKinley
and Rice Introduce
Bipartisan Legislation to
Eliminate Drunk Driving

o Should states set pot policy
by its potency? Some say ves

A Digital Health Tool to
Understand and Prevent Cannabis-

Impaired Driving Among Youth: A
Cross-sectional Study of Responses

to a Brief Intervention for
Cannabis Use National Center for
Biotechnology Information (NCIB)

Technologies to Enhance
Observation, Documentation,

Impaired Driving: Talk With

and Training for Driving Under Your Kids Brochure by Substance o This Drug Gets You High,
Abuse and Mental Health Services and Is Legal (Maybe) Across

the Influence National Institute of - i
Justice (NIJ) Administration (SAMSHA) the Country
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https://hhs.texas.gov/about-hhs/communications-events/news/2021/01/texas-launches-opioid-misuse-prevention-website-fight-addiction-overdoses
https://hhs.texas.gov/about-hhs/communications-events/news/2021/01/texas-launches-opioid-misuse-prevention-website-fight-addiction-overdoses
https://hhs.texas.gov/about-hhs/communications-events/news/2021/01/texas-launches-opioid-misuse-prevention-website-fight-addiction-overdoses
https://www.cbs19.tv/article/news/local/texas-leads-us-in-wrong-way-crash-deaths/501-b0cbc10f-7cce-4692-81c0-8742065661c6
https://www.cbs19.tv/article/news/local/texas-leads-us-in-wrong-way-crash-deaths/501-b0cbc10f-7cce-4692-81c0-8742065661c6
https://www.texarkanagazette.com/news/texarkana/story/2021/apr/15/texas-high-students-win-contest-video-about-drunken-distracted-driving/867332/
https://www.texarkanagazette.com/news/texarkana/story/2021/apr/15/texas-high-students-win-contest-video-about-drunken-distracted-driving/867332/
https://www.texarkanagazette.com/news/texarkana/story/2021/apr/15/texas-high-students-win-contest-video-about-drunken-distracted-driving/867332/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BidenHarris-Statement-of-Drug-Policy-Priorities-April-1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BidenHarris-Statement-of-Drug-Policy-Priorities-April-1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BidenHarris-Statement-of-Drug-Policy-Priorities-April-1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BidenHarris-Statement-of-Drug-Policy-Priorities-April-1.pdf
https://www.madd.org/press-release/u-s-reps-dingell-mckinley-and-rice-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-eliminate-drunk-driving/
https://www.madd.org/press-release/u-s-reps-dingell-mckinley-and-rice-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-eliminate-drunk-driving/
https://www.madd.org/press-release/u-s-reps-dingell-mckinley-and-rice-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-eliminate-drunk-driving/
https://www.madd.org/press-release/u-s-reps-dingell-mckinley-and-rice-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-eliminate-drunk-driving/
https://apnews.com/article/government-and-politics-business-general-news-health-lifestyle-13f3edd7cfb98db9f1f2dadfbd6d11a8
https://apnews.com/article/government-and-politics-business-general-news-health-lifestyle-13f3edd7cfb98db9f1f2dadfbd6d11a8
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/27/health/marijuana-hemp-delta-8-thc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/27/health/marijuana-hemp-delta-8-thc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/27/health/marijuana-hemp-delta-8-thc.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7967219/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7967219/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7967219/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7967219/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7967219/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7967219/
https://cjtec.org/files/603525f4d862e
https://cjtec.org/files/603525f4d862e
https://cjtec.org/files/603525f4d862e
https://cjtec.org/files/603525f4d862e
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/factsheet_ed-impaireddriving_r6f_508c.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/factsheet_ed-impaireddriving_r6f_508c.pdf
https://tti.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6MaEP0oIxydqZoN
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RECENTLY PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS AND STUDIES

Driver monitoring systems (DMS): The future of

impaired driving management?

Driving Impairment Cases Involving Etizolam
and Flubromazolam

Drowsy Driving vs. Drunk Driving: How Similar
Are They?

Emergence of Delta-8 Tetrahydrocannabinol
in DUID Investigation Casework: Method

Development, Validation and Application

Youth Marijuana Addiction Rate Double Rate of
Alcohol & Other Substance Use Disorders

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY o  TxSFST: 8-HR SFST Refresher Course
June 8 | Fort Worth, Texas
o FRIDAY/ADAPT: Focus on Reducing Impaired Driving . . . . )
Amone Youth (FRIDAY) TxSDY: Summit Series: How the Alabama-Coushatta

Tribe of Texas is Responding to Alcohol Use
June 10 | Virtual

o  TxSEST: 8-HR SFST Refresher Course
June 15 | San Marcos, Texas

o ODC: Creating a Culture of Safe .Dr.lvmg: Distracted, TXSEST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course
Drowsy, Drunk, and Drugged Driving

May 26 | Virtual

e TxSDY: Summit Series: Where You Live Matters
May 27 | Virtual

May 19 |College Station, Texas

o TxSFST: 8-HR SFEST Refresher Course
May 25 | Amarillo, Texas

June 16 | Junction, Texas
« MADD: Distracted Driving
June 17 | Virtual

e ODC: Alcohol and Inhalants: A DITTE Deep Dive
June 17 | Virtual

JUNE «  ARIDE Training
o FRIDAY/ADAPT: Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Iune. 21_2.2| Victori.a, Texas
Trainine (ADAPT Registration Deadline: June 7, 2021
June 1 |Santa Fe, Texas o  TxSFST:24-HR SEST
o  TxSFST: 8-HR SFST Refresher Course Practitioner Course
June 2 | Willow Park, Texas June 22-24 | Cleveland, Texas

o National Sheriff’s Association (NSA): Annual

o FRIDAY/ADAPT: Focus on Reducing Impaired Driving

Among Youth (FRIDAY) Education & Technology Expo
June 3 [Willow Park, Texas June 22-25 | Phoenix, Arizona
o  TxSFST: 8-HR SFST Refresher Course *  ARIDE Trainin

June 29-30 | Granbury, Texas

June 8 | Hutto, Texas - A7 ,
Registration Deadline: June 15, 2021


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15389588.2021.1899164?scroll=top&needAccess=true&
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15389588.2021.1899164?scroll=top&needAccess=true&
https://academic.oup.com/jat/article-abstract/45/1/93/5836522
https://academic.oup.com/jat/article-abstract/45/1/93/5836522
https://www.sleepfoundation.org/drowsy-driving/drowsy-driving-vs-drunk-driving
https://www.sleepfoundation.org/drowsy-driving/drowsy-driving-vs-drunk-driving
https://academic.oup.com/jat/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jat/bkab029/6180563
https://academic.oup.com/jat/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jat/bkab029/6180563
https://academic.oup.com/jat/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jat/bkab029/6180563
https://learnaboutsam.org/new-study-youth-marijuana-addiction-rate-double-rate-of-alcohol-other-substance-use-disorders/
https://learnaboutsam.org/new-study-youth-marijuana-addiction-rate-double-rate-of-alcohol-other-substance-use-disorders/
https://texasfriday.org/event/friday-college-station/
https://texasfriday.org/event/friday-college-station/
https://txsfst.org/events/amarillo-college-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course/2021-05-25/
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcoc--qqDIqGdOOnSQCKrd_ZKgRmMgUc0Mq
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcoc--qqDIqGdOOnSQCKrd_ZKgRmMgUc0Mq
https://web.cvent.com/event/f4ae49f1-a539-4f7b-bab4-7be35012bab5/summary
https://texasfriday.org/event/adapt-santa-fe/
https://texasfriday.org/event/adapt-santa-fe/
https://txsfst.org/events/willow-park-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-2/
https://texasfriday.org/event/friday-willow-park-pd/
https://texasfriday.org/event/friday-willow-park-pd/
https://txsfst.org/events/williamson-co-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-2/
https://txsfst.org/events/free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-7-2021-06-08/
https://web.cvent.com/event/3e8cfd02-5a1c-42aa-87af-9148bbff55a7/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/3e8cfd02-5a1c-42aa-87af-9148bbff55a7/summary
https://txsfst.org/events/san-marcos-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course/
https://txsfst.org/events/kimble-co-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-2021-06-16/
https://madd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwude6qpzgqE9R6gukg9dhAnmg-xDxR-WXZ?fbclid=IwAR1OjvcBBTxPwOVLscBFjxicJc4H3Ns65qLMpkwQfd1ovQ3BFXDqvoJ5n5k
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwvfuquqDwoE9RDW_9iJ9cOsXElSuLGjnWj
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=581
https://txsfst.org/events/cleveland-isd-free-24-hr-sfst-practitioner-course/
https://txsfst.org/events/cleveland-isd-free-24-hr-sfst-practitioner-course/
https://www.nsaconference.org/
https://www.nsaconference.org/
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=583
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UPCOMING EVENTS (CONTINUED)

JULY

e  TxSFST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course
July 6 | Amarillo, Texas

e TDCAA: Prosecutor Trial Skills Course
July 11-16 | Austin, Texas

o TxSFST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course
July 13 | Fort Worth, Texas

o Texas A&M AgriLife: RED Classes
July 13 | Virtual

Brazos County to Register: Contact
maryjo.prince@ag.tamu.edu or

Pamela.Todaro@ag.tamu.edu
Travis County to Register: Contact

abigail.ryan@ag.tamu.edu or maryjo.prince@ag.tamu.edu
+ ARIDE Training

July 19-20 | Willow Park, Texas

Registration Deadline: July 5, 2021

o TxSFST: 8-HR SFEST Refresher Course
July 20 | Lufkin, Texas

e  TxSFST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course
July 21 | Lufkin, Texas

« ODC: Cannabis, HR, and Poly Drugs:
A DITTE Deep Dive

July 28 | Virtual

+ ARIDE Training
July 28-29 | Fort Worth, Texas

Registration Deadline: July 14, 2021

o  MADD: Drowsy/Drugged Driving
July 29 | Virtual

o TMCEC: Impaired Driving Symposium
August 2-3 | Corpus Christi, Texas

o ARIDE Training
August 4-5 | Coppell, Texas

Registration Deadline: July 21

o Texas A&M Agrilife: RED Classes
August 10 | Virtual

Brazos County to Register: Contact
maryjo.prince@ag.tamu.edu or

Pamela.Todaro@ag.tamu.edu
Travis County to Register: Contact
abigail.ryan@ag.tamu.edu or maryjo.prince@ag.tamu.edu

TxSFST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course

August 10 | Fort Worth, Texas

ARIDE Training
August 10-11 | Round Rock, Texas

Registration Deadline: July 26, 2021

AUGUST

IACP: Annual Training Conference on Drugs,
Alcohol, & Impaired Driving

August 14-16 | Orlando, Florida

TxSFST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course

August 20 | Lubbock, Texas

TxSFST: 8-HR SFST Refresher Course
August 25 | Willow Park, Texas

ODC: Opioids and CNS Depressants/Stimulants:
A DITTE Deep Dive
August 25 | Virtual

FRIDAY/ADAPT: Focus on Reducing Impaired Driving

Among Youth (FRIDAY)
August 26 |Willow Park, Texas

GHSA: Moving Mountains: Forging a New Traffic Safety
Landscape (2021 Annual Meeting)

September 11-15 | Denver, Colorado

DRE Recertification
September 14 | Huntsville, Texas
Registration Deadline: August 31, 2021

TxSEST: 8-HR SEST Refresher Course
September 14 | Fort Worth, Texas

TDCAA: Crime Lab Marijuana Testing Policy &
Procedure | Virtual

Online course available Mar 16, 2021 — Dec 31, 2021

TDCAA: Mental Health Training: The sequential
Intercept Model | Virtual

Online course available Aug 20, 2021 - Dec 31, 2021



https://txsfst.org/events/amarillo-college-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-2021-07-06/
https://www.tdcaa.com/training/prosecutor-trial-skills-course-july-2021/
https://txsfst.org/events/free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-7-2021-07-13/
https://brazosvalleyinjuryprevention.tamu.edu/scheduled-events/
mailto:maryjo.prince%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
mailto:Pamela.Todaro%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
mailto:abigail.ryan%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
mailto:maryjo.prince%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=574
https://txsfst.org/events/lufkin-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course/
https://txsfst.org/events/lufkin-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-2021-07-21/
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sc-GorzkuHtUQ0WY_gbL-8I-HUeQ17EoU
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sc-GorzkuHtUQ0WY_gbL-8I-HUeQ17EoU
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=580
https://madd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUldeCtrj8sHNzSj5psbDD-Ikz7lGH6Vr3o?fbclid=IwAR1-bp0LNfGS54sYGKodPcQ8wmaNP77QbftF1kuDbufl0CEjXA-oicodx0g
https://www.tmcec.com/mtsi/impaired-driving-symposium/
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=576
https://brazosvalleyinjuryprevention.tamu.edu/scheduled-events/
mailto:maryjo.prince%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
mailto:Pamela.Todaro%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
mailto:abigail.ryan%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
mailto:maryjo.prince%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=
https://txsfst.org/events/free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-7-2021-08-10/
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=590
https://www.theiacp.org/DAIDconference
https://www.theiacp.org/DAIDconference
https://txsfst.org/events/free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-16/
https://txsfst.org/events/willow-park-free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-2-2021-08-25/
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUoceigqzssEtas1n7ykYGuJgItuExe4dI0
https://nsc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUoceigqzssEtas1n7ykYGuJgItuExe4dI0
https://texasfriday.org/event/friday-willow-park-pd-2/
https://texasfriday.org/event/friday-willow-park-pd-2/
https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2021
https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2021
http://www.cjcenter.org/idi/calendar/?mode=view&item=605
https://txsfst.org/events/free-8-hr-sfst-refresher-course-7-2021-09-14/
https://www.tdcaa.com/training/dps-marijuana-policy-and-procedure-online-training/
https://www.tdcaa.com/training/dps-marijuana-policy-and-procedure-online-training/
https://www.tdcaa.com/training/mental-health-training-the-sequential-intercept-model-form-design/
https://www.tdcaa.com/training/mental-health-training-the-sequential-intercept-model-form-design/

